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Since  1929,  the  total  volume  of  turkeys  held  in  cold  storage  at  the  seasonal  peak 
has  become  larger  in, relation  to  total  production.  Holdings  of  other  poultry,  however, 
in  relation  to  production  have  remained  relatively  constant.  During  the  war  years,  in- 
creased levels  of  current  civilian  consumption  in  the  main  marketing  seasons  and  govern- 
ment procurement  tended  to  limit  commercial  storage  holdings.  The  percentage  of  the 
production  stored  in  a  given  year  depends  upon  such  factors  as  the  financial  outcome 
from  storage  operations  the  previous  season  and  the  level  of  prices  in  the  into-storage 
season,  as  well  as  the  volume  of  production. 
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The  Poultry  and  Sgf;  Situation  at  a  Glance 


Item 


!       Unit         ! 


Month  :t;;;:f»; 


I9U7 


I9U8 


Comment* 


Hk* 


Tarm  production   :  Mil.  dot. 

ATera^a  numher  of  layers  on  fame  ..:     Million 

Rate  of  lay  per  hen ;     Sumber 

Apparent  clTllien  per  capita  : 

ditt^pearance  .1  do. 

Frozen  egg  production  :   Mil.   lb. 

Dried  egg  production   :  do. 

Prices  received  by  farmers   rCt.per  doi. 

Prices   received  by  farmers   as   a  : 

percentage  of  parity :     Percent 

Betsil  price  (BX2)    Ct.per  doz. 

Sgg-feed  ratio    :    Lb.   feed 

Stoclcs!    i/  ! 

I 

Shell   ;l,000  caaee 

Tro«en  1  do. 

Dried :  Mil.   lb. 

Chicles  hatched t     Million 

1/  ' 

Potential  layers  on  f aims'' :         do. 

Hens  and  pullets  of  laying  age  ...1  do. 

Pullets  not  of  laying  age I         do. 

Fartt  price  of  poultry  ration <     Dollars 

I 

J 

I 

t 

Prices  r«eelT«d  by  famers  for  : 

ehiekens   tOt.  par  lb. 

Prices  recelTel  by  famers  as  a  t 

percentage  of  parity  i     Percent 

Betall  price  of  chlclcens  (BAE)    :Ct.  per  lb. 

Prices  recelred  by  farmers  for  1 

turkeys   1  do. 

Stocks:  i/  : 

i 

Poultry,   excluding  turkeys  t  Mil.  lb. 

Turkeys   1         do. 

t 

Chicken-feed  ratio   :   Lb.  feed 

I 

Turkey-feed  ratio I         do. 

t 
Receipts  of  poultry  at  Central  t 

Western  Primary  Markets,   per  S 

plant   :    1,000  lb. 

I 

1/  Xnd  of  month. 


Oct. 
do. 
do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Not, 

do. 

Sept. 


220.0 

320.U 

8.2 

26.1 


36.9 

U2.7 


286.6  29U.5 

3'*9.3  3'*3.l 

9.8  10.3 

30.U  31.U 

^.1  1.7 

0.2  2.2 

53."*  58.3 


86 

7'+.2 


do. 


Poultry 


Not. 

do. 
Sept. 


108 
36.3 


91 
52.5 


Oct. 
do. 

Hot, 

do. 


128.8      213.1 
23.3        6ii.8 


8.k 
10.9 


5.3 
7.6 


92 
70.7 


Hot.         16.6        11.3         l6.2 


Oct.  3,519  1,818  1,680 
do.  k.Moz  5.056  U,557 
4o.        —         33.9        27.5 


28.2         38.9         '♦5.7 


do. 

1+82.0 

1+88.2 

1+71.2 
361.3 

do. 

335.9 

36I+.I 

do. 

1U6.1 

121+.1 

109.3 

do. 

2.31 

>+.71 

3.68 

19.1        21+.9        29.3 


lOU 
57.5 


Hot.         25.0         35.8         1+6.1 


119.»» 
33.8 

8.2 

12.8 


Oct.         35.9         3U.2         30.3 


3  percent  above  last  year. 
2  percent  under  last  year. 
Highest  on  record  for  October. 

Reflects  strong  consumer  demand. 


Up  I+.9  cents  from  October. 


farst-retall  price  spread 

narrower. 
Most  favorable  for  month 

since  I9U3. 


Mostly  OoTemment-owned. 

Continued  strong  demand  for 

broiler  chicks. 
3  percent  under  last  year. 
More  old  hens  being  retained. 
11  percent  under  last  year. 
About  22  percent  under  lest 

year. 


Record  for  HoTember. 

A  record  for  the  month. 
A  new  record  high. 


Lowest  since  I9I+I. 
Lowest  since  I9U3. 

Most  favorable  for  month 

since  I9I+U. 
Most  favorable  for  month 

since  1931. 


Down  about  Upercent, 
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THE     POULTRY     AND     EGG     SITUATION 

Approved  by  the  Outlook  and  Situation  Board,   December  6,   19A.8 

SUM-IARY 

The  demand  for  eggs  is  continuing  very  strong.  This  strength  in  egg 
markets  is  in  contrast  to  substantial  seasonal  weaknesses  in  prices  of  hogs 
and  some  dairy  products.  Even  though  egg  production  is  larger  than  a  year 
earlier,  net  vdthdrawals  of  shell  eggs  from  storage  from  August  1  to 
November  1  also  were  larger,  by  1.3  million  cases  or  52  percent.  Farm  egg 
prices  which  had  been  lower  than  a  year  earlier  in  September' and  October 
vrere  4*9  cents  higher  than  a  year  earlier  in  mid-November. 

Higher  prices  for  eggs  and  lower  feed  costs  have  encouraged  unusually 
light  -julling  of  laying  flocks  this  fall.  As  a  result,  the  total  number  of 
potential  layers  on  farms  January  1  will  be  nearly  the  same  as  on  January  1, 
1948,  even  though  15  percent  fewer  farm  chickens  were  raised  during  the  year. 
The  lighter  culling  will  leave  a  larger  percentage  of  old  hens  in  the  laying 
flock. 

Another  reflection  of  the  strong  demand  is  the  relatively  low  level 
of  poultry  products  in  storage.  Stocks  of  dried  eggs,  chickens,  and  turkeys, 
as  well  as  shell  and  frozen  eggs  were  smaller  than  a  year  earlier  on 
November  1,  I94S. 

Receipts  of  live  fowl  at  Midwestern  plants  this  year  through 
November  27  were  9  percent  smaller  than  in  the  sane  period  last  year,  while 
receipts  of  young  chickens  were  off  17  percent.  Dressed  poultry  receipts 
at  L  major  markets  in  the  same  period  vrere  II4   percent  under  1947.  Producers 
culled  heavily  early  in  194S,  but  in  recent  weeks  have  been  holding  over 
more  old  hens  than  usual,  thus  cutting  down  fowl  marketings.  VJith  respect 
to  young  chickens,  the  decrease  in  farm  chickens  raised  this  year  has  been 
only  partially  offset  by  increased  commercial  broiler  production.  Total  sup- 
plies of  chicken  have  been  smaller  than  in  1947.  VJith  the  exception  of 
October,  farm  prices  for  chickens  have  been  the  highest  on  record  in  each 
month  of  I948. 

Turkey  prices  rose  in  early  November  after  moderate  declines  in  late 
summer  and  early  fall.  The  November  15  farm  price  per  pound  live  weight  was 
10.4  cents  higher  than  last  year.  With  smaller  supplies  than  a  year  ago  and 
continued  strong  demand,  prices  to  consumers  during  the  Christmas  season  are 
likely  to  be  at  least  as  high  as  those  at  Thanksgiving, 

Three  major  factors  determine  the  size  of  the  into-storage  movement  of 
turkeys  in  any  particular  year.  These  are  the  financial  outcome  from  the 
previous  season,  the  price  at  the  time  turkeys  are  placed  in  storage,  and 
the  quantity  in  storage  vrhen  in-mcvement  of  the  new  crop  begins.  The  ap- 
parent storage  margin  betvreen  in  and  out  prices  during  the  1947-48  season 
was  a  record  high.  Early  fall  storage  holdings  were  lov;,  Hovrever,  storage 
volume  this  year  may  not  differ  substantially  from  last  season  because  of 
high  prices  prevailing  for  birds  consumed  currently. 


riov.-DEC.  19^+8  -  h  - 

Production  goals  for  19^9  announced  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  on 
Novem'ber  30,19^8  suggested  that  producers  raise  700  million  young  chickens, 
about  10  percent  more  than  numbers  raised  in  19^+8 ,  A  10-percent  increase 
v;gs  also  suggested  for  turkeys  by  the  goal  of  35 •!  million. 

Higher  September  and  October  Egr:  Production 
Than  last  Year  Offset  by  Support 
Purchases ,  But  Farm  Prices  Lower 

Despite  the  fact  that  numbers  of  layers  on  "farms  have  been  smaller 
than  last  year,  farm  egg  production  has  been  larger  than  a  year  earlier 
since  mid- summer.  The  record  rate  of  lay  has  resulted  from  a  higher  pro- 
portion of  layers  in  areag  of  high  production,  further  improvement  in  quality 
of  birds,  and  early  pullets  coming  into  production.  Total  production  during 
the  first  10  months  was  only  1  percent  under  last  year. 

Even  with  record  consumer  incomes  in  19^8  and  production  down  only 
1  percent,  the  Department  of  ^Agriculture  has  found  it  necessary  to  purchase 
the  equivalent  of  about  82  million  dozen  eggs  through  December  U  to  support 
shell  egg  prices  this  year.  This  quantity  is  considerably  below  the 
225  million  dozen  acquired  last  year  by  the  Department.  In  19^7  support 
activity  had  been  concluded  by  August.  This  year  purchases  were  continuing 
in  December.  Price  support  in  J^te  ig'iS  Is  due  to  the  limited  purchases 
earlier  in  the  year  and  to  larger  shell  and  frozen  egg  storage  stocks . 

Farm  prices  of  eggs  in  the  first  10  months  of  19^8   averaged  U6.5  cents 
per  dozen  compared  to  hk.k   cents  last  year.  Purchases  In  August  19^8  were 
larger  than  the  net  inc.rease  In  farm  production  over  August  19'*-7,  and  the 
price  was  higher  than  last  year.  September  and  October  prices  were  slightly 
lovrer  than  a  year  ago  despite  the  fact  that  net.  increases  in  production 
were  about  accounted  for  by  support  purchases.  In  mid-November,  however, 
the  farm  price  for  eggs,  at  58.3  cents  per  dozen,  was  U.9  cents  higher 
than  a  year  earlier,  reflecting  continued  strong  demand  for  both  currently 
produced  and  storage  eggs.  The  out-of-storage  movement  of  shell  eggs  from 
August  1  to  November  1  was  greater  than  in  19^+7  "by  1.3  million  cases,  or 
52  percent . 

Production  of  Egg  Products 
Down  in  19^8 

Domestic  production  of  egg  products  thus  far  in  19^+8  has  been  lower 
than  in  19^+7.  Liquid  egg  production  during  the  first  ]0  months  totaled 
about  500  million  pounds,  about  20  percent  below  the  corresponding  period 
last  year  and  slightly  more  than  one -third  the  January-October  peak  pro- 
duction in  19'^-'^.  Frozen  egg  produc+ion  in  the  January-October  period  this 
year  was  about  3^+3  million  pounds,  about  21  million  pounds  under  last  year 
and  about  I60  million  pounds  under  the  record  19^^  level  for  the  fjrst 
10- months .  Dried  egg  pi-oduction  through  October  was  about  hP.   million 
•pounds,  the  lowest  since  19^1.  However,  for  August,  September,  and  October 
of  this  year,  both  liquid. egg  production  and  dried  egg  production  were 
larger  than  in  19^7. 


PES-131 


5  - 


•o 


u 

« 

m 

1 

O  T3 

•k     «t     ■•    «            •« 

CO    en  rH  O            <r\ 

o 

•  O 

rH   OJ  .-) 

<u 

^    0 

Q 

o 

8 


<u 

O 


to 


Q) 
I 


•d 
5* 


g 


3 


h8| 


O  O^  OJ   mmvO  rH 

c\j  n£)  ON  c- TO  -3-  u^ 

■t     a^     A     •«     A     *     at 

u^  4A  fH  O  "J^  "^  >^ 
-*C^nO  W  O  W  CO 


•s 


'S 


-rsl 


H*g 


\0  CO  ■  CT^  l^  O^  »^  O 

t^  o  c^  cn  w\  <o  P^ 

-;t  ITirH  00  (H   lAr^ 
rH  CM  nH 


C^  O^  OO  C^  -d- rH  NO 
CM  CO  O  -*  -*  O  <M 
CM  to  CM  C>  ITv  CJN  OJ 


UNCO  mo  CN-r^coc> 

COrH   O  >A  C\J   -*  <A 

CJ  CM  CM 


lAOaNOOtOrH-d-sO 

in^\0-4-''\ir\CMCM 

OOUNr-lrH    <0  r-l  f^O^ 
CM  Cm'sO  -*  C-  rj  iH  ir\ 


O^ONflOH   «-tc^c<>t^ 
CM  SvO  CM  O  a  rH  O 

c»^c*^Of-^  comCNCN 

CM   CM  (»^  rH 


COCMSOC^r-llfVHO 

CMCMcnCM  OvO-*On. 
CM  CM  cn        H  H 


C^r-(  CM  CTn 
T^C^  C-C^ 
to  r^  -3U\ 


^  C*-  O  u^ 


ir\ir\iAO  CO  u-\Cwf>i 


iA\0  CO  O  H 


P; 


OvOCOC*-u-\Csl*00 

n       oo^C^ovTwosjooi 

-"*\00O>OmrHC5 


sO  ir\  1 


-4-  O  ^O  <r\  TO  en  rH 

r^  cv  cNi  H       H 


p 


Cn-  O  u>vO  C\i 

O  CM   rH    UN 


00  lA 


(O  CM  rH   >ArH 
C^  CO  CN  rH  Cr* 

>aHnO»o  ^- 


-CM  iH 

\r-l   rH 


»A  CM  O 


C^CM^ 
lA  coerce. 


UMTvrH  -TO  »A-4nO 
0>0  O  -JWNOnOnnO 
rHOIC^r-lC^C-lACM 


<>  Op  O  CO  rH  c^nO  Q 
rHTOC^  lACT-rHC^O 
CM"Nr-fC--CMcnm>A 

H         vO  rH  CM  C*N 


CNrHrHOOr-iACM    J- 
-4-  "^  -T  <nvO   rH    UNrH     rO 

cMC^rH^-p^-Jco^-  i-- 


ON  UN  rH   -*    i-t 


O  lA  O   O 
CM  CO  OvO 


lAOQQtSTiCA-* 
_+  lA  CO  O  CO  t^-vO  On 
C0OvO>AHNOrH00 

rHcMo^-*c^a)CMc»Ncn 


lAOOvOOOOHOC^lA 
r-|-*r>CM>AOC~vO-* 
r-IC0sOP--*CMlAC<N>A 


fc?4' 


O\lAlAVA-d-00sOC^rH 

-TiAUNcr\NO  -d-tAOtO 
C~-  lA  f-  S  C^  CM  O^vO  sO 

CMvOC^OCMxOC^CMP- 
rHCJrHlAlACMriCMrH 


eOOC>lrHO-iQeO 
NOiAC^O-jfHoaj 

CMlAC-HONtOP-rHW 

rHvOCMcAOOrHC^OOO 
-i-JVA*OC~>A-*'A-J-. 


CUcTiOQnOOJCMCMCM 
nOC*nOnOnO  -4-CnOsO 


lA  lA  iTv  O^  O 


I  ONfnj  CO  2* 

I  CM  NO  O^O 
I  N  iJScoj- 


'SRP:; 


TO^SSCob^E^HSH 
oo^cxo-^oooc^m 


cnOvo  TO  Ocncnmo 

cn-4'Cs/vOTOC0TOC\J   lA 

r-r-}vOrH  ^H  mmTO 

TO  en  00  TO  -4->£>  -4-  "^ 

iH  nH  en  m  -J^  en  cv 


C^lAinOxOrHOCOON 

o^.Cr-^CTN-d'-d-cnfn 

.en  tn  rH  nO  o^  On  o 


cnC^'-tOHcnt>00 

TOCMW   O^r-lOO   U^rHCO 
COOOMHOrH-J-rHCOU> 

-^cv<VC^^HC^i^^TOTOcn 


^ 


-:fTOu\-d-*A<nTO-^0  -4^ 

O  O  O  -sO  r-)  vo  en 
en  en  en  "H       H 


OvOTOvOOiSJOOC^-^ 

lArHsooi  ooencnONr- 

H        TOW^C^lAc^fO-4 
Oi  -j-t-:f        rH 


O  -4-  i-H  0>  .f?* 


lA  w  TO  O^  u^ 

O\^C0-J'C*-'-wi. II— I  w  •- ' 

u~\msO  -tOnO  msOi-H  LAW 

rH  O^U^cnOTOC^J^O*'^ 

CM    ^  ^n  CV  rH 


NC^Oi  rH  r-l 


r-rH  O  CM 
>-  O  lA  lA 
sO  On  CO  C^ 

CACMt^JOrHcAC^OC^ 

rHUMACOrHrHHH 


lAsO  lA  VA  C^  I 


S  Mno  e»NC^c>- 

)  NO  r-\   IAnO  Cn- 


CONOr~CMj-JO^H-d->ArHH 
CM00nOcOCM-*CMCA 


CjNC^CQONrACDOOC^ONrH  -^ 

C^lAOSsb-ONOCJNrHt^  lACO 

C--CDa-3oiAf-C0cO-*«0 

•     *••     —     —     —     —     —     —     — 

CO  iAnO  o 

i-i   r-l   ^ 


8C^  CJNCM 
Ai   lA-J 
rH  i-i  rH 


CA  *A0O 
■NO  "A.* 


lA-d-COc^lAAj  COCM  C>-COrH 
OOlAHrHr-l-iCMt-NO-a- 
lA-*C^C7NlAN0r-lr-lOv0(JN 

lArHC^t^-JOrHrHtArHC-- 
CM-i-*>AfAt^OCDOOC^ 
I  I  Ai  I  I 


CTi  C".  J-  ^  lAlA  lA'^l  NO  NO  CM 
NOCA005CMlAH«Og.rHVA 
lAt^CMH-icoOcACOCMNO 

uNC^CMnO  OnOnnO  caooca 
CA»AnOnO  (O^CACACACMO 

r-i  r-i  C^  r-<  r-i  I-i  H 


-4rHNO   CO  ^    - 
(ACArH   lA®  CM 
rH  CM  H 


OOO  CM  CA 
CA-*  iAvO 


^- CM  CO  cA  a^  "^ 

CM  NO  -5  NO  o  c\ 
NO  lA  CM  CA  -d- CM 

lAH  On 


rH  rH  CM  r-^  H 


OC0CyN-*CMCMC0cA<yN5AON 
fA.g,i^irvCM  CACA-IO-J 
CM&r-lNOr^cAP-CM^-c^cA 

C^  lA  lA  CM  C^  ON  -d-  VAnO  CO  O 
CMCACAWNrH  -TCTnc^^CAOnC^ 

t-^  r-i  T-\  r-h  r-i 


NOOCArHrHC^COVAOtArH 

oc^ONONCvc^NNOr^oo^-^- 

UN-a-CN-TOCM   -4--*fANONOON 


lAONrHOOO-d-vOONCMC 

r-i  NO  oncano  r-  i 


o 

CA 


tACMC~CAtN-0-d^r^NOUNO 
CTNO-d-cA'ACN-^CMrHC^tA 
COCM^ONOlACM-JcOrHOO 

CM  rH  rH*C\|  CM   rH  c- CM  UN -J 


r-S  lA 

f- Ai 
On  CM 

CM^ 

CNw  O  iotn 
sO  iAnO  o  oj 
nO  TO  On  On  en 

«k    «    •     •«    « 
M  CV  C^  TO  O^ 

8 

-4 

-}  CJnnO  c- 

UNCO    On  CO 

§C^  lA  lA^  5L> 
CA  rH  UNCO  -5 
-*  CO    CO  CA  -*. 

r-  o  UN  o  cjN^ 
,-i       ,-i        I-* 


NO  NO  O  CACA  C^ 
CjNp-  UN  COnO  oj 
CM  -*  C^  UNC--NO 

•k       •!        *        *       «       fk 

WNnO    -*  C^  UNO 


O  rH  -*  CD  S  CM 
CM  O  CA  f-CO  O 

CA  t-  O    &nC^  UN 
CAnO  CO    O   UN  rH 


CA  On  -*   -J  rH   O 
On  CAnO   nO    -d'  On 

no  CO  t--  ^3-* 

CM  C^  C-  CO  UN  CNl 


•-'  -*  J  Cr 
Ai  cyNO  00 

CA  CM  -*nO 


CA  rH  -*  O  C- CA 


goo 
(Nl 


4S^» 


UN  O  O    UN  CO  NO 

•t     «     «     «     i«     « 

VO  O  O  rH  UN  Al 

rH  Ol  rH         rH 


O  -*CM  eo  CfC- 
CM  NO  On  rH  O  p- 
C-  lA  CA  1-1  -4- -4- 
■k  «  *  «  «  * 
t-O  CO  O  C-CNl 


UNnO   ^  O   IAnO 

tjN  CM  C^  -4 -4  P- 


% 


U^nO  O   i-H  r-H   m 
-■   00  ON  TO  -JTO 

>o  en  "^  o  cv 


O^  cnNO    "H   C^  rH 


O  en  "^  enONO 


:^ 


^ 


:^ 


^ 


^\  O^  On  C^  O^  O^  ^N  O^ 


OiHOicn-^U^NO  t>TO 
^^-d--d--4'-4-3'-4-4' 
On  0\  O^  On  On  O^  On  On  (J^ 


TOONOrHCVcn-^"^"^C^*'0 

cncn-^-t-^-J^-?-^'-;*--*-* 

On  CT^  ^^  On  O^  O^  On  O^  CT^  O^  On 

i  i  i   i  i  —1  i  i  i  i  i 


m  -4"  lano  i>-  to 

^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

O^  ^N  O^  On  O^  On 


:^ 


NOV. -DEC.    1948 


-  6  - 


More  Poultry  Canned  Than  Last   Year 

Canned  poultry  production  thus   far    in  1948  has   been  about   76  percent 
above  last  year,    and  the  largest   in  total   since   1945,      rroduction   in  the 
July-Octoter  period  v/as    the  highest   on  record.      This    increase  has   occurred 
despite  continued  high   farm  and   retail   prices    for    chickens   and  a   15-percent 
reduction   in  the  number    of   farm  chickens   raised.      Greater   use  may  have  been 
made  of  commercial   broilers,    however,   an  the  numbers   raised   in  1948  are 
expected  to  be  nearly  equal   to  the   345  million   in  1945.      The  up^'.ard  trend 
in  canned  poultry  production  may  be  partially  attributed  to  an   increased 
demand  by  family  and   institutional   users   for   boned  chichen  and   other   canned 
products   using   chicken, 

Larj?;er   Percenta    e   of  Old  Hens   and   Fewer 
Late  Pullets    Indicated    for    January  1 

On  the  basis   of   October    1   estimates,    it   is   probable  that  a   larger 
percentage   of  potential    layers    on  farms    January   1,    1949  will  be  hens   one 

year   old   or    older  than  was   true  on  the  previous   January  1,  Hens   accounted 

for   39.1  percent   of  Octob&r   1   potential   layers   as   compared  to   37.7  percent 

a   year    earlier.      If  this   relationship  continues   to   January  1,    1949,    it  v.-ill 

represent   a   temporary  reversal   of   a   long-time  trend  tov/ard  more  pullets    in 
January  1   flocks. 


Table   2. 

-  Potential 

layers 

on   farms    Octc 

)ber   1,    proport 

ions    of  kens 

and  pullets. 

United  States,    1931-48 

Hens 

Total 

:      Pullets    of 

1 

year   old 

pullets   as 

:      laying  age 

Total 

or 

•   older   as 

a  percentage 

:            as   a 

Year          ! 

potential 

a 

percentage 

of  total 

:    percentage   of 

layers 

of  potential 

potential 

:             total 

layers 

layers 

;           pullets 

Million 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

1931           ; 

45  5,2 

44,8 

55.2 

35,1 

1932          ! 

443.6 

42,7 

57.3 

34,6 

1933           : 

438.3 

42,0 

58,0 

34.1 

•    1934           : 

408,6 

44,0 

56,0 

34.7 

1935 

412,8 

41.4 

58.6 

36.3 

1936 

435.1 

37,7 

62,3 

37.2 

1937 

419.2 

40.7 

59,3 

35.9 

1938 

4c3.9 

36,5 

63,5 

36,4 

1939 

454,4 

36,7 

63,3 

35.2 

1940 

450.6 

35,1 

64.9 

38.4 

1941 

:               493,8 

53.6 

66,4 

37,4 

1942 

546,1 

33.4 

66,6 

37,7 

1943 

:                620,8 

44.7 

55,3 

31.7 

1944 

:                57  5.6 

39.8 

60.2 

38.8 

1945 

:               582.4 

36.6 

63.4 

34.6 

1946 

:                523.0 

38.3 

61.7 

38.9 

1947 

!                532.8 

37.7 

62.3 

40.2 

1948   1/ 

:                504,8 

39.1 

60.9 

41.5 

l/     Preliminary, 
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Potential    layers    on  ffer-its'-i.'ovcmbf.r    1  and   following 
Janr'ary   1,    Urited  States,    1940-48 


Year 

IIov  ember    1 

;           January  1 

I'illion 

Mi] lion 

1940 

42S.3 

331.3 

1941 

470.0 

427.9 

194-2 

524.4 

489.0 

1943 

59  0.3 

523.6 

1944 

531.8 

473.9 

194  5 

543:4 

474,2 

1946 

488.0 

43  5,7, 

1947 

488.2 

427,9 

194  a 

1/ 

:               471.2 

ly^     Prel- 

Lminary. 

January   1 
as    a   percentage 

of   No"7einb;,r    1_ 

Percent 


90.1 
91.0 
93,2 
8G.6 
8S.1 
87;  3 
09.3 
87.6 


Of  the  307<,6  million  pullets    on   far.r.s    October    1^    1948,    41.5  percent 
were  pullets    of    laying  age,    an  all-time   record„      On   October    1;    1947,    pullets 
of   laying  age  accounted   lor    40,2  percent    oi'  total  pullets™      Tbis    continued 
upward  trend  tov;ard   earlier   hatched  pullets    is    responsible    for   the   larger 
percentage   of  annual    egg  production   occurring    in  the    fall   months. 

As    of  Jlovemb'Sr    1,    1948,    there  v.-ere  ■''.71e2  ^nillion  potential   layers    on 
farms,    3  percent   fewer   than  a   year    earlier.      The   decline   in  numbers   betv.-een 
0ctob-;r    1   and  I'Tovember    1   was    less   porcentagevdse   than   last   year,    but    greater 
than  ihe   1937-46  aT;erage  rate  of   decline,     '^■."ith  an  unusually   light   rate  of 
culling   in  i  ecent  months    compared  v  ith   1947,    numbers    Jariuary   1,    1949  are 
likely  to  be  alm.ost   tVie   same  as    on   January  1,    1946, 

Smaller  Qu antities    of  Shell    Eggs   and  Poul t r y   in 
Cold  Storage  November    1  Than  Year    I'arlier 

Cold  storage- holdings    of  shell    eggs    on  iTovembcr   1,    1948   totaled   1.7 
million  cases,    d  million  telo-'"  a  year    earliero      The  net   out-movement  be- 
tween August   1  and  November    1   this   year   amounted   tc    3,3   m.illion  cases   as 
compared  to    2.5  m.illion   during  the   same  period   of   1947.      Government  hold- 
ings   of   shell   eggs    on  November    1   this    year   were   3,000    cases,    39,000    less 
than   last  year. 

The   equivalent   of  4,6  million  cases    of   eggs   were  held    in   frozen  form 
on  November    1,    194C,    with   Government    stocks    accounting   for    .8   million   of 
the  total.      Last  November    1,    frozen    egg   stocks   were   equivalent   to    5,1  mil- 
lion cases,    of  v/l-.ich    1.6  mallion  were  Goverrjnent-ownr'd. 

Total   cold-storage  holdings    of   dried   eg^,s   amounted   to    27,5  mdllion 
pounds    on  November    19'^8,    only   6.1  m-iilion  pounds   being   comraercially   owned, 
A  year    earlier   all    of  the  total    of  33.9  million  pounds    were  Government- 
ownedo      A  m.ajor   part   of   the   1948    support   purchases    of   dried   eggs    to    date, 
therefore,    are  still  unsold. 
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Total,  cold-storage  holdings  of  frozen  poultry  (excluding  turkeys 
and  ducks)  en  November  1  were  111.6  million  pounds,  87.3  million  pounds 
below  last  November  1.  Only  46.3  million  pounds  moved  into  storage  be- 
tween August  1  and  November  1  compared  to  95.4  million  in  the  same  period 
a  year  earlier,  November  1,  1948  stocks  were  the  lovrest  since  1941. 

With  20,5  million  pounds  of  turkey  moving  into  storage  from 
September  1  to  November  1,  1948,  stocks  as  of  the  latter  date  totaled 

33.8  million  pounds,  31.0  million  below  last  November  1,  and  the  lowest 
since  1943  •• 

Chicken  Marketings  Substantially 
Lower  Than  Last  lear;  Farm 
Prices  at  Record  Levels 

Total  receipts  of  live  poultry  at  Midwest  primary  markets  through 
November  27,  1948,  totaD.ed  172 « 8  million  pounds,  about  12  percent  under 
the  corresponding  period  a  year  earlier.  Fowl  receipts  of  109.9  million 
pounds  were  dov,n  about  9  percent >  while  receipts  of  young  stock  totaling 

58.9  million  pounus  were  about  17  percent  smaller  than  in  1947.  ITiile 
fowl  receipts  for  the  10  months'  period  through  October  194-8  were  the 
smallest  since  1945,  total  receipts  were  the  lowest  since  1941,  and  young 
stock  receipts  the  sm.allest  since  1940. 

Receipts  during  the  first  half  of  1948  vrere  slightly  larger  than  a 
year  ago  m  tota"!.,  as  well  as  on  both  fowl  and  young  stock.  ¥ith  the  ex- 
ception of  September,  vrhen  receipts  again  were  larger  than  in  1947, 
receipts  of  live  poultry  during  each  month  thus  far  in  the  second  half  of 
this  year  have  been  somewhat  lower  than  last  year.  This  is  expected  to 
hold  true  also  for  November  and  December. 

The  national  picutre  has  been  substantially  the  same  as  that  in  the 
Midwest.  Market  receipts  of  poultry  were  held  up  by  heavier-than-usual 
culling  of  laying  flocks  during  the  first  half  of  1948  be\;ausie  of  an  un- 
favorable egg-feed  price  ratio  and  also  by  attractive  prices  for  chickens 
either  carried  over  from  1947  or  hatched  early  in  1948.  Later  in  the  year 
the  full  effects  of  the  15-pei'cent  decrease  in  the  ncunbers  of  farm  chickens 
raised  became  apparent  in  lower  market  receipts.  Smaller  market  receipts 
of  farm  chickens  in  1948,  ho^'ever,  have  been  partially  offset  by  larger 
marketings  'of  commercial  broilers.  An  increasingly  favorable  egg-feed 
price  ratio  and  a  smaller  total  crop  of  pullets  for  flock  replacement  also 
encouraged  producers  to  retain  a  larger  percentage  of  old  hens,  thus  cur- 
tailing fowl  marketings. 

Receipts  of  all  dressed  poultry  at  4  markets  (New  York,  Chicago, 
Philadelphia,  and  Boston)  through  November  27,  1948,  totaled  364.2  million 
pounds,  14  percent  under  the  423.8  million  pounds  in  the  corresponding 
period  last  year.  Since  early  September,  receipts  of  144*1  million  pounds 
have  been  indicated  compared  to  185.1  million  pounds  last  year.  First 
quarter  receipts  tnis  year  were  about  the  same  as  last  year,  but  second 
quarter  receipts  were  slightly  lo^^!■er  than  in  1947.  With  weekly  receipts 
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of  dressed  poultry  at  these  markets  expected  to  continue  somewhat  under 
last  year,  total  receipts  in  1948  are  likely  to  be  over  10  percent  lovrer 
than  in  1%7,  and  .probably  the  lowest  since  1943. 

Prices  received  by  farmers  for  chickens  have  reflected  the  smaller 
marketings,  lower  storage  holdings,  and  continued  high  consumer  demand  for 
poultry  products.  With  the  exception  of  October,  when  the  farm  price  of 
29.9  cents  was  below  the  all-time  peak  of  3k*U   cents  per  pound  in  October 
1946,  farm  prices  in  each  month  of  1948  have  been  the  highest  on  record. 
As  of  November  15,  the  farm  price  for  chickens  vras  29.3  cents,  4.4  cents 
per  pound  higher  than  last  year.  The  December  farm  price  is  also  likely 
to  be  the  highest  on  record  for  that  month. 

Turkey  Prices  Have  Strengthened 
After  Early  Fall  Slump 

Prices  received  by  farmers  for  turkeys  declined  contraseasonally 
.6  cents  frpm  mid-September  to  mid-October  when  the  United  States  farm 
price  was  42.7  cents  per  pound,  8  cents  higher  than  a  year  earlier,  and 
the  highest  on  record.  By  mid-November,  however,  they  reached  a  new 
record  of  46. 1  cents  per  pound.  Late  summer  and  early  fall  declines  in 
turkey  prices  at  terminal  markets,  principally  confined  to  toms,  caused 
a  considerable  amount  of  uncertainty  among  some  growers  and  distributors. 
These  declines  may  have  been  partly  the  result  of  declines  in  red  meat 
prices.  In  most  years,  unless  turkey  supplies  (crop  plus  storage  stocks) 
are  unusually  large,  prices  for  fresh-killed  turkeys  strengthen  from  mid- 
year to  the  pre-holiday  period,  due  to  the  gradual  improvement  in  the 
quality  of  young- birds  coming  to  market.  Most  of  the  breeders  are  out  of 
the  vray  by  mid-year.  Both  frozen  and  quick-frozen  eviscerated  prices  are 
also  steady  to  stronger  from  the  time  the  marketing  of  good  quality  fresh- 
killed  birds  from  the  old  crop  is  completed  in  the  early  months  of  the  year 
until  fall  when  new-crop,  fresh-killed  young  turkeys  become  available  in 
volume. 

Between  July  and  late  October  1948,  prices  on  Western  dry-packed 
young  hens  dropped  4  to  5  cents  per  pound  at  New  York,  while  toiiis  declined 
about  20  cents  in  the  same  period.  This  might  have  been  more  alarming 
were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  prices  were  at  very  high  levels  in  July  of 
this  year.  During  the  summer  and  early  fall,  prices  on  young  toms  were 
much  higher  in  relation  to  young  hens  than  in  any  previous  year  on  record. 

In  early  September,  the  price  for  quick-frozen  eviscerated  young 
toms  at  New  York  vras  80  to  83  cents  per  pound  compared  with  76  to  78  cents 
for  young  hens.  Hovrever,  by  late  October,  the  price  of  young  toms  had 
dropped  to  72  to  73  cents  per  pound  while  the  price  for  young  hens  had  re-' 
mained  fairly  steady.  The  price  at  the  same  market  for  dressed  1948-crop 
Western  dry-packed  young  toms  dropped  even  more.  In  early  September,  young 
toms  brought  about  68  cents  per  pound,  3  cents  more  than  young  hens.  By 
late  October,  the  price  on  young. toms  had  gone  down  to  51- to  53  cents,  while 
prices  for  young  hens  ranged  between  53  and  62  cents  per  pound. 
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Unsettled  conditions  in  the  turkey  market  at  the  beginning  of  the  move- 
ment of  the  nevr  crop  are  not  uncommon.  It  is  now  apparent  that  there  v;as  little 
basis  for  earlier  pessimism.  •  Just  prior  to  Thanksgivin,'*-,  frozen  eviscerated 
young  toms  at  New  York  v;ere  up  to  73  to  75  cents  per  poiind,  and  young  hens 
77  to  85  cents  per  pound.  Dressed  birds  v;ere  also  higher.  V'estern  dry-packed 
young  toms  sold  for  68-70  cents  v,-hile  young  toms  brought  58-61  cents  per  pound. 
V/ith  the  exception  of  19iV6,  turkey  prices  have  tended  to  rise  during  December 
in  each  of  the  last  8  years. 

This  fall's  turkey  market  is  in  a  statistical  position  favorable  for 
farmers.  Inasmuch  as  this  year's  turkey  crop  is  relatively  small,  storage 
stocks  were  at  a  relatively  low  level  at  the  beginning  of  the  ir.to-storage 
season,  supplies  of  chicken  are  well  below  last  year,  and  consumer  incomes 
continue  large.  By  November  23,  1948,  chain  store  prices  to  consumers  at 
Nevf  York  averaged  73  cents  per  pound  on  young  turkeys  under  17  pounds,  and 
64.3  cents  on  those  over  17  pounds.   These  prices  were  14  and  15.3  cents,  re- 
spectively, higher  than  a  year  earlier,  but  alaout  3  cents  lower  than  those  in 
early  November.  Volume  movement  undoubtedly  made  it  possible  for  some  retailers 
to  lovfer  holiday  prices  relative  to  those  in  the  pre-holiday  period,  so  that 
the  margin  above  last  year  was  not  as  great  by  Thanksgiving  as  earlier  in  the 
month.  Prices  to  consumers  during  the  Christmas  season  are  likely  to  be  at 
least  as  high  as  those  at  Thanksgiving. 

Into-Storage  Movement  of  Turkeys 
Compared  with  Storage  Margins 
and  Current  Prices 

One  of  the  usual  uncertainties  in  this  fall's  turkey  market  is  the 
volume  of  into-storage  movement  which  may  be  expected.  Many  storers  have 
exhibited  a  cautious  attitude  toward  inventories  and  may  be  unwilling  to 
assume  sizable  storage  risks  at  prevailing  price  levels.  As  a  guide  to  pre- 
dicting the  size  of  this  season's  net  into-storage  movement,  it  is  well  to 
bear  in  mind  that  the  net  commercial  into-storage  movement  of  turkeys  has 
exceeded  10  percent  of  the  current  season's  production  in  only  6  years  during 
the  period  since  1929.  On  the  average,  hov/ever,  this  percentage,  as  v;ell  as 
the  net  into-storage  volume  in  poiinds,  shows  an  upward  trend.  As  the  pro- 
duction of  turkeys  has  increased,  turkeys  have  become  cheaper  in  relation  to 
other  poultry  than  previously.  This  has  made  it  profitable  to  store  turkeys 
to  meet  the  increased  demand  in  the  out-of-holiday  period  principally  by  in- 
stitutional users.  There  is  a  continuing  effort  to  expand  the  use  of  turkeys 
in  this  period  still  further. 

During  the  years  from  1920  to  1938,  the  into-storage  of  turkeys  probably 
was  affected  to  some  extent  by  the  into-storage  movement  of  other  poultry, 
principally  chickens.  This  may  have  been  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  the  into- 
storage  movement  of  turkeys  in  earlier  years  v/as  only  a  small  part  of  the  total 
into-storage  movement  of  poultry.  Accordingly,  the  factors  determining  the 
storage  outlook  for  other  poultry  were  also  probably  oftentimes  applied  by 
storers  to  turkeys.  Since  the  early  1930's,  the  into-storage  movement  of  tur- 
keys has  tended  to  become  much  larger  in  relation  to  other  poultry.  There  has 
been  little  relationship  in  evidence  since  1938  between  the  into-storage  move- 
ment of  turkeys  and  other  poultry.  VJhile  the  percentage  of  annual  turkey  pro- 
duction stored  has  tended  to  increase,  the  percentage  of  annual  output  of  other 
poultry  stored  has  remained  relatively  constant.  This  apparently  is  largely  due 
to  the  increasing  role  of  commercial  broiler  production  in  distributing  chicken 
marketings  more  evenly  over  the  year. 
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Calendar  year  production  peak  vStorsge  volume,  end  peak  storage 

volume  and  net  into-storage  moveuient  as  a  percentage  of  production, 
turkeys  and  other  poultry ,:  United  States,  192k-k'J   l/ 
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for  into 
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movement 

year 

season  be 

ginning 
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as  a  percentage 

Year   : 

production 

calendar  year 

of 

of 

shown 

production 

production 

I 
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:      Other 

Other 

Turkeys 

:   Chickens 

• 

Turkeys    : 

poultry 
2/ 

Turkeys 

:   poultry 
:          2/ 

Turkeys    : 

poultry 
2/ 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil, 

Mil. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

2:^.^ 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

I92I+   : 

2,226 

17. i^ 

120.8 

5.1+ 

h.3 

1925    . 

2,280 

7.2 

lOi+,7 

k.6 

2.9 

1926   : 

•    2,3^1 

12.2 

133.7 

5.7 

h.3 

1927    : 

2,i!7^ 

11.9 

108.  i 

1+.1+ 

3.0 

1928   . 

2,lH7 

U.5 

99.2 

l+.l 

2.8 

1929 

213 

2,Ul+2 

II+.1+ 

130.9 

6.8 

5.i^ 

5.0 

3.9 

1930   . 

216 

2,626 

8.6 

100.3 

i+.O 

3.8 

2.7 

2.1+ 

1931 

21U 

2,i+26 

11+.3 

106,1+ 

6.7 

1+.4 

5.6 

3.2 

1932 

26H 

2,U65 

16.7 

92,6 

6.3 

3»8 

5.9 

2.9 

1933 

298 

2,572 

19.9 

103.5 

6.7 

i+.o 

6.1 

2.9 

193^ 

281+ 

2,392 

23.5 

110.1+ 

8.3 

1+.6 

7.7 

3.4 

1935 

267 

2,297 

20.5 

87.1+ 

7.7 

3.8 

6.3 

2.9 

1936 

361 

2,392 

1+0.8 

11+3.2 

11.3 

6,2 

10.2 

5.0 

1937 

3h6 

2,273 

28.0 

92.2 

8.1 

l+.l 

6.6 

2.2 

1938 

355 

2,21^ 

28.3 

ioq.6 

8.0 

5.0 

6.9 

3.4 

1939 

1|22 

2,1^53 

65.5 

■    109.5 

15.5 

h.3 

13.6 

2.7 

19itO 

i+7Q 

2,514 

65.3 

139.7 

13.6 

5.6 

11.2 

4.2 

19i^l 

i+65 

2,789 

59.6 

161.5 

12.8 

5.8 

11.1 

4.0 

I9I12 

i+Q2 

3,21+1 

37.7 

160  5 

7.7 

^  =  0 

6.0 

3.5 

19i^3 

U57 

it>135 

1+3.3 

:i89.5 

10.6 

1+.6 

9.'+ 

4.3 

19i+U 

:       5^1 

3,879 

7'+.l 

195.1+ 

13.7 

5.0 

9.6 

2.9 

19U5 

673 

^,no 

13i^'.5 

2i+'+ .  1+ 

20.0 

5-9 

17.3 

4.2 

19k6 

:       687 

3,597 

139.6 

181+.2 

20.3 

5.1 

13.8 

2.6 

19k7 

:       608 

3A58 

86.^ 

226,0 

13.6 

6.5 

7.8 

3.9 

1/  storage  stocks  of  tui-'keys  in  the  19'+3-44  through  1945-46  storage  seasons  and 
other  poultry  in  the  1Q43-44  through  1947-48  seasons,  include  substantial  govern- 
ment-owned stocks. 


2/  Excludes  turkeys  prior  to  1932;  e:<.cludes  turkeys  and  ducks,  1932-47- 
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One  impoi'taut  factor  in  the  determination  of  the  demand  :for  storing 
turkeys  in  a  given  holiday  season  is  the  financial  outcome  from  storing  oper- 
ations in  the  preceding  year.  However,  the  quantity  actually  stored  in  the 
months  of  November  and  Decemter  probably  is  modified  by  the  prices  prevailing. 
Prices  in  the  iioliday  season  are  influenced  mostly  by  the  level  of  consumer 
incomes.  During  the  past  J  yervB   between  85  and  93  percent  of  October -Decembfer 
marketings  have  been  sold  for  consumption  before  January  1.  Thus  the  quantity 
actually  stored  is  naturally  affected  by  the  size  of  margins  for  the  preceding 
yeor  end  the  level  of  turkoy  prices.   It  is  also  influenced  by  the  volume 
remaining  in  storage  when  the  into-storage  movement  of  the  new  crop  begins. 

If  the  previous  season's  storage  margin  was  fa-vorable,  the  net  into- 
storage  movement  of  turkeys  ia  likely  to  be  increased;  if  the  margin  was  un- 
favorable, in-movement  would  probably  decrease,  other  factors  remaining  constant. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  turkey  prices  ere  somewhat  higher  during  the  into-storage 
season  than  they  were  a  year  earlier,  into-storage  volvime  is  likely  to  be 
reduced,  and  vice  versa.  A  larger-than-usual  volume  remaining  m  storage  when 
the  into-storage  season  begins  tends  to  curtail  into-storage  movement,  and  a 
smaller  than-usual  volume  remaining  tends  to  enlarge  into-storage  movement. 
Thus,  the  relationship  between  into-storage  movement  and  previous  season's 
storage  margin  is  positive,  while  the  relationships  between  into-storage 
movement  and  the  other  two  factors  are  inverse  iri  nature  when  other  variables 
remain  constant. 

While  further  analysis  is  needed  to  establish  the  specific  net  quantitative 
relationships  between  these  various  factors  and  the  into-storage  movement  ;of 
turkeys,  it  is  apparent  that  the  direction  of  the  change  in  into-storage  move- 
ment from  the  preceding  year  usually  is  indicated  dv   one  or  more  of  the  factors 
considered. 

As  may  be  noted  from  table  5,  the  effects  of  a  large  storage  margin  in 
the  preceding  storage  season  often  may  be  more  than  offset  by  an  average  price 
during  the  into-storage  season  considerably  higher  than  during  the  previous 
into-storage  season,  and  considerably  modified  by  the  volume  remaining  in  storage. 

Prices  were  computed  for  the  into-storage  end  out -of -storage  seasons 
based  on  wholesale  quotations  at  New- York  City.  Box  dressed  prices  were  used  on 
in-movement  and  frozen  prices  on  outrmovement . ■  Monthly  averages  of  these 
quotations  were  weighted  by  the  net-U,  S.  storage  movement .  The  basis  and 
source  for  the  quotations  varied  through  the  period  as  follows: 

(1)  1920--28,  monthly  averages  of  daily  ranges  on  VJestern  turkeys;. 
New  York  Produce  Keview  and  American  Creamery,  and  the  American  Creamery  and 
Poultry  Produce  Beview. 

(2)  1929-^+2,  monthly  averages  of  highest  daily  quotations  on  Western 
turkeys;  the  American  Creamery  and  Poultry  Produce  review,  the  American  Produce 
Beview,  and  the  American  Egg  and  Poultry  Review. 

(3)  19*^3-'^5,  monthly  averages  of  O.P.A.  wholesale  ceiling  prices  on  all 
young  turkeys,-  16-20  pounds,  where  given;  Producers'  Price  Current. 

(k)     19^6-iv8,  monthly  averages  of  average  Wednesday  prices  on  fancy  N.W. 
young  hens  and  toms;  Producers'  Price  Current. 

In  order  to  correct  for  the  customary  premium  on  top -quality  young, 
fresh-killed  birds  sold  for  consumption  during  the  heavy  marketing  months, 
2  cents  per  pound  was  arbitrarily  deducted  from  the  average  price  in  each 
into-storage  season. 
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Turkey  Storage  Operations 

' to  be  Little  Different 
From  Year  Earlier 

The  estimated  storaif^e  marfjin  was  at  a  record  level  in  19'+7-'*8.  Storage 
holdings  on  September  1  were  lower  than  a  year  earlier.  Thus,  if  turkey 
prices  in  November  and  December  this  year  were  the  same  ns  a  year  earlier,  the 
quantity  stored  would  be  much  larger.  However,  since  the  turkey  crop  is 
10  percent  smallei'  and  consumer  incomes  are  greater,  prices  of  turkey  for 
current  consumption  have  been  bid  up  to  record  levels.  These  prices  will 
tend  to  discourage  the  storing  of  larger  quantities  of  turkey.  Accordingly, 
the  January  1,  19^9  holdings  may  be  little  different  from  the  comparatively 
small  holdings  of  a  year  earlier.  If  this  occurs,  fresh  killed  turkeys 
marketed  after  January  1  will  encountei'  no  more  competition  from  stored 
birds  tian  in  early  19^8. 

19^9  Chicken  and  Turkey  Goals 

Announced  by  Secretary  of  Agriculture 

Production  goals  for  19'(9  announced  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
November  20,  19^3,  and  recommended  for  consideration  by  State  UCDA  Councils 
include  increases  over  19'+8  for  both  chickens  and  turkeys.  These  goals, 
like  the  January  1  hen  and  pullet  goal  of  425  million  announced  September  13, 
are  outlined  by  regions . 

The  announcement  states:  "For  19'+9>  s.  goal  of  7OO  million  young 
chickens  to  be  raised  for  flock  replacement  is  suggested.  This  Is  a  10-percent 
Increase  over  the  number  raised  in  191^8  and  is  intended  to  provide  273  million 
pullets,  to  make  a  total  of  kO^   million  potential  layers  January  1,  1950. 
With  average  production,  a  laying  flock  of  this  size  would  provide  at  least 
370  eggs  per  person  during  1950  and  meet  other  expected  requirements,  (in 
determining  the  goal  of  7OO  million  young  chickens  to  be  raised,  consideration 
was  given  to  the  composition  of  farm  flocks  (the  number  of  hers  vs .  the  number 
of  pullets).  If  the  number  of  hens  on  hand  January  1.  1950  were  limited  to 
33  percent  of  the  laying  flock  the  suggested  increase  in  the  number  of  chickens 
to  be  raised  would  not  result  in  an  increased  number  of  potential  layers  on 
farms  January  1,  1950  as  v/ould  be  normally  expected.)  In  addition,  the 
chicken  goal,  together  with  anticipated  broiler  production  and  hens  culled 
from  laying  flocks,  will  provide  about  23.5  pounds  of  meat  per  person. 

"A  goal  of  35-1  million  turkeys  to  be  raised  in  19'+9  is  suggested, 
10  percent  more  than  the  indicated  niunber  in  19'+8.  This  would  provide  con- 
sumers with  approximately  h   pounds  of  turkey  per  person,  as  compared  with 
an  estimated  19'*-9  per  capita  consumption  of  3.4  pounds." 


